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Proud Galleries is pleased to announce Sessions in Sound: Photographs by Norman Seeff, an 

intimate collection of Seeff’s acclaimed photographic sessions featuring influential 20th Century 

musical icons. From Johnny Cash and Patti Smith to Joni Mitchell and the Rolling Stones, 

Norman Seeff’s perceptive lens captures thought-provoking images of iconic artists session after 

session. The exhibition explores the sensitive collaboration between photographer and 

musician; whether photographed mid-smile or deep in contemplation, Seeff’s subjects are 

effortlessly captured in moments of spontaneity. Famed for emotionally engaging with his 

subjects, Seeff’s photographs in Sessions in Sound are intimate, lively and authentic. 

Norman Seeff was born in South Africa, 1939. After working as an A&E doctor in Soweto, he 

moved to New York aged 29, eager to explore his creative passions. His break into the industry 

occurred when introduced to the renowned album cover designer, Bob Cato, who gave him his 

first major assignment – to photograph Robbie Robinson and The Band for the liner notes of 

their album ‘Stage Fright’. After getting lost on his way to Woodstock and arriving hours late, 

Seeff was disappointed with his own work. Embarrassed by the results, he simply pushed the 

only image he liked in an envelope under the door of Cato’s brownstone. When Seeff finally gathered the courage to contact him 

some weeks later, Cato exclaimed “where have you been? I don’t have your number! They love the photograph and they want to 

use it for the album cover.” This project and its immediate recognition catapulted Seeff into prominence.  

In 1973, Seeff opened his own studio on Sunset Boulevard, constantly evolving his sessions through an exploration of the creative 

process. His distinctive method of focusing on an authentic connection allowed Seeff to break down barriers between himself and 

his subject. Throughout his career, Seeff developed creative alliances with an incredible range of musicians, revealing the intimacy 

and vulnerability of the artist in the act of creation.  

In 1985, Seeff photographed musician Ray Charles and later recalled how “Ray was testy at the start of the session. Ultimately, he 

loved the process and ended up calling me ‘brother’. It was a seminal session.” The exhibition also features a selection of unpublished 

photographs, including a portrait of Patti Smith from Seeff’s 1969 acclaimed photoshoot with Patti and Robert Mapplethorpe. This 

session has arguably become one of Seeff’s most well known, with the photographer describing that “after Robert’s death, Patti told 

me these shots come closest to her remembrance of the profundity of the love between them.” 

Sessions in Sound: Photographs by Norman Seeff aims to give an insight into the photographer’s process as he searches for 

spontaneous authenticity in his work. Remaining popular to a modern-day audience, Seeff’s images have a timeless quality, perhaps 

reflective of an uncanny ability to connect emotionally with each of his subjects. His distinctive stylised approach to session 

photography has certified his enduring legacy in both the music and photography industries. The work on display in Sessions in 

Sound demonstrates Seeff’s creative ethos; to constantly seek “a place with my subjects that defines pure presence, where we can 

stand and just look at each other without any filters.” 
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Proud Galleries 

 
Proud Galleries was founded in London in 1998, showcasing landmark photography exhibitions with a popular culture focus. Since 
the gallery’s inception, it has worked with major photographers, archives and acclaimed personalities such as Rankin, Brian Duffy 
and Norman Parkinson to bring rare fine art photography to a wider audience. As the gallery reaches its 20th anniversary, the new 
flagship venue Proud Central continues to expand its collection, bringing Proud’s diverse exhibition program to the Strand in central 
London. 
 
FOR FURTHER EXHIBITION INFORMATION, SERIAL RIGHTS / USE OF PICTURES / INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES 
CONTACT: 

Leia Jennings:  +44(0) 20 7839 4942 | leia@proud.co.uk | www.proud.co.uk  

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 Any objection to these terms and conditions is to be made in writing to Leia Jennings of Proud Galleries within five (5) days of 
receipt of this submission memo 

 As the recipient you agree to indemnify Proud Galleries with respect to any claims or damages or any loss or costs arising in 
any manner from the reproduction, without proper reduction rights of any picture supplied to you by Proud Galleries 

 While Proud Galleries takes all reasonable care in the performance of this agreement generally Proud Galleries shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage suffered by the recipient or by any third party arising from the use or reproduction of any material 

 In case of printed publications, two copies of the relevant pages containing any material supplied are to be furnished free of 
charge within two weeks 

 
ACCREDITATION 
 

 Unless otherwise agreed in writing if any material reproduced by the media omits the copyright/accreditation notice relating to 
the material and specified by Proud Galleries, reproduction fee of £1000 shall be administered per image 

 
COPYRIGHT 
 
All copyright remains with the Artists 
   
Picture by-lines for each artist with copyright symbol must run adjacent to any images thus: 
 
Images courtesy of: Proud Galleries © Norman Seeff 
 
EDITORIAL 
 

 The name and date of exhibition/event/fair must be credited at the beginning of any editorial 

 Full details on the artists and Proud Galleries must be summarised below any images or at the end of any editorial including: 

 Sessions in Sound: Photographs by Norman Seeff, 23rd November 2018 – 13th January 2019, Proud Galleries 

 www.proud.co.uk       
 
Any omittance of these details will incur a reproduction fee per image. 
 
 

Launch     22nd November 2018 
 
Dates        23nd November 2018 – 13th January 2019 
 
Times       Monday to Saturday: 10am till 7pm 

                 Sunday: 10am till 6pm 

 Entry       Free 

 
 
Address  
 
 
  
 
Website 
 
Interviews  

  Proud Central 
  32 John Adam Street 
  London  
  WC2N 6BP 
 
   www.proud.co.uk 
 
   Details upon request. 

http://www.proud.co.uk/
http://www.proud.co.uk/


 

 
 
USE OF IMAGES 
 

 All usage of pictures must be first approved in writing by Leia Jennings of Proud Galleries. 
 

 A maximum of 2 free press images can be used per piece of coverage unless otherwise agreed in writing with Leia Jennings at 
Proud Galleries.  

 

 All pictures must be used within two (2) weeks of receipt unless otherwise agreed in writing with Leia Jennings at Proud Galleries.  
 

 Material shall not be copied or loaned, and no use whatsoever shall be made of it by the recipient without the written consent of 
Proud Galleries. 

 

 Save for the purpose of production for the license due images may not be stored in any electronic medium without the written 
permission of Proud Galleries. 

 

 Material shall not be altered, added to, have any part deleted or otherwise manipulated without the written consent of Proud 
Galleries. 

 
 

 


